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May 7, 1997
UM PROFESSOR GOES OFF-LIMITS IN CHINA — Americans who picture the Chinese 
people as inscrutable, closed and suspicious of foreigners would get a different impression from 
Rhea Ashmore, a University of Montana education professor just back from a 17-day teaching and 
speaking tour in the People’s Republic of China. Ashmore says warmth, enthusiasm, honesty and 
an eagerness to share ideas with and learn from an American educator set the tone for her trip, 
which included undreamed-of ventures into areas where foreigners aren’t allowed. She is the first 
American educator to visit three public schools in off-limits areas. She is also the first American 
visiting scholar to the Department of Education at China’s Hangzhou University. Ashmore is 
available to discuss her evaluations of China’s education system, economic priorities and living 
standards as well as the Chinese people’s personal values and reactions to the coming reversion of 
Hong Kong to Chinese rule. Her telephone number is 243-5415.
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